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the Verde River Basin Partnership =

Quad-City officials continue to refuse to join the Verde River Basin Partnership (VRBP).
Although Arizona’s two Senators created the Partnership as something of a spoonful of sugar
to ease the pain of the Yavapai Land Exchange, the VRBP has now brought together an impressive
list of members representing the “Federal, State, and local agencies; and economic, environmental,
and community water interests” called for in the Title II legislation (see the membership roster at
http://vrpartnership.com)

The VRBP has also assembled a large (over 19 members) Technical Advisory Group to tackle
the studies Title II specifies—far more firepower than can be provided by the Technical and
Administrative Committee that supports the Yavapai County Water Advisory Committee; its limit is
three members from each side of the mountain (currently only five serve).

In the July 5 Town Hall with Sen. McCain, Mayor Simmons described the deal-breaker for the
mayors: they find the VRBP “overloaded with special interest groups.” However, at its October 12
meeting, the Partnership took a big step and approved a voting structure that seems equitable for
the cities. Given that, and in light of Yavapai County’s decision to join for at least six months, it
seems silly for the four municipalities to remain on the sidelines.

The Title 11 legislation requires the completion and submittal of three reports. In brief:

1. In 14 months, a water budget analysis of the portion of the Verde River Basin
within the Verde Valley;

2. In 16 months, “findings and recommendations of the Partnership regarding the available
long-term water supply” there;

3. Inno later than four years, a final report that:

a. summarizes the results of any water resource assessments conducted
under Title II in the Basin;

b. identifies any areas in the Basin with groundwater deficits or other
current or potential water problems;

c. identifies long-term water-supply management options for communities
and water resources within the Basin; and

d. identifies further analyses and monitoring needed to support
implementing management options.

It is hard to understand why the towns wouldn’t want to take part in identifying and drafting
management options. In a June 14 meeting, Supervisor Springer expressed the belief that the VRBP
will be “making policy” through the options it identifies. Although what is learned through the
studies conducted by the Partnership could eventually lead to policy, the Title II legislation only
authorizes the Partnership to identify (not enact) long-term water management options. Supervisor
Springer appeared to feel that only the elected officials should take on this role.

ioooo



The mayors can represent the citizens of their towns as towns; the supervisors can represent
all of the citizens of the county as a county. But Title I is clear: the Partnership should embrace
a broader spectrum of stakeholders, inviting other voices to speak. It mentions economic interests,
such as the ditch-holder associations, who speak for the historic role of local agriculture. And the
VRBP has encouraged real estate and development interests to participate. Someone also needs
to speak for the bald eagles and other creatures who call the river basin home. Even the mayors,
in forming their Upper Verde Watershed Protection Coalition, have said they want to preserve the
river as a treasure to enjoy in its natural state.

Title I authorizes funding for a “collaborative and science-based water resource planning and
management partnership for the Verde River Basin.” The Partnership is applying for such funding,
which can come from a variety of Federal, State, and even private sources. Of course, applications
would be much stronger if the Partnership could show that both sides of the mountain were united
in their desire to achieve a fair, workable, and perhaps even innovative water management plan.

So much can be accomplished if we all sit down at the same table and work out our differences.
Really, we don’t have a choice. Our future and the future of our children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren hang in the balance. Will the Verde River still sparkle in the sunlight? Will its banks
still be home to myriad birds and butterflies? Will future generations enjoy hikes in the shade of its
riparian trees? Or will it be a ribbon of dust trailing through countless subdivision homes fallen into
disrepair? Our officials owe it to us to participate in the Verde River Basin Partnership.

~ Those interested in learning more about local water issues and how our citizen based group is
working with area officials are encouraged to visit our website at www.cwagAZ.org. Please
join with us by attending our meeting held on the second Saturday of each month, 10 am-Noon
at the Granite Peak Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 882 Sunset Ave in Prescott.
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